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Questions and Answers

Q: Are vape sensors an allowable cost under this funding opportunity?

A: Please go to https://www.in.gov/recovery/files/State-Recommendations-for-Use-of-Settlement-Funds-
11.14.2024.pdf for a listing of items not included in allowable expenses under Exhibit E.

Q: Do all awarded funds need to be utilized by the end of the funding period June 30, 2026?

A: That is ideal and the expectation. There may be opportunities for carryover requests but how that will
be handled is to be determined.

Q: | saw the state does not allow expenses for "activities being funded through other programs, grants,
or activities" and it was mentioned the funding could be used to support and grow on-going
activities/programs. Can you talk more about that?

A: Funds should not be used to supplant funding for existing programs but may be used to supplement
or increase existing activities or programs. We understand that each situation is unique, and we will
strive to be mindful in our consideration of individual circumstances. Reasonable requests will be
carefully evaluated and considered on a case-by-case basis. Our goal is to support the growth and
enhancement of programs while ensuring compliance with state guidelines.

Q: Are there character count caps in Smarter Select?

A: If there are character limits, it should be noted, but most of what’s submitted in Smarter Select are
attachments like your project narrative, action plan, budget, etc., and there are guidelines for the
narrative portion for page limit, font sizes, etc. There are not many open-ended responses in Smarter

Select for this application.

Q: If we were to request funding for adding a staff member, would it be acceptable for the staff to be
billing insurance for some of their services as that is part of the long-term sustainability effort?

A: This will be for the workgroup to decide.
Q: Is there a recommended maximum amount to apply for (meaning per organization)?
A: Apply for what you need, what you can justify, and what’s reasonable.

Q: Will applicants that are recommended by the committee be asked to also be present at the
Commissioners meeting in case there are questions there?
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A: This is to be determined.
Q: Is food an allowable cost? | do not see it mentioned in the state recommended uses.

A: Food shouldn’t be a large percentage of your budget or request. Some food costs may be reasonable
and justifiable depending on the proposed activities and other factors.

Q: The MOU description asks about how frequently the project will be evaluated. Has the workgroup
discussed how frequently they will want evaluative information from participating organizations?

A: How the grants management process will be handled after the awards are made is to be determined;
however, at a minimum, we’ll be requesting information at least annually if not bi-annually.

Q: Is it appropriate to include bullet points in the project narrative? This would be intended to make the
narrative a bit easier to navigate for reviewers.

A: Please be as explicit and clear as possible as far as which bullet points/questions you’re addressing
within the scoring rubric.

Q: Can there be joint applications between two or more organizations and would that carry weight in
scoring?

A: There can only be one lead respondent agency because only one organization can apply and receive
the dollars and manage the grant; however, there is some scoring within the narrative related to
collaboration and partnerships.

Q: Can applications include asks from both the restricted and unrestricted sides? If so, how do you note
them in the application?

A: That would be two separate applications — one for the restricted (abatement) request and one for
unrestricted.

Q: Once awarded, how will the funds be distributed?

A: Awardees will invoice and be reimbursed on a quarterly basis unless otherwise noted in the signed
contract.

Q: I am reaching out regarding a question our agency has about the Morgan County Opioid grant. We
have two components to our application that consist of providing Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT)
services for Morgan County residents at our closest facility in Franklin, IN and virtual Intensive
Outpatient Treatment (IOP) services for Morgan County residents. Would these both be allowable
requests as we will not technically be providing these services in Morgan County, but will be providing
them specifically for county residents?
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A: This RFP requests responses from any Morgan County service providers (and those providing services
to Morgan County residents), including but not limited to substance use and mental health treatment
providers, collaboratives and coalitions, schools, law enforcement agencies, nonprofit organizations,
hospitals and healthcare entities, public health organizations, businesses, and agencies focused upon
promoting long-term recovery. Respondents should be embedded in, and working with, their
communities and interested in submitting effective proposals for services that build upon efforts already
made, including but not limited to the expansion of and access to treatment for substance use disorder,
stronger connections to recovery supports, development and implementation of prevention practices,
expansion of harm reduction efforts, and substance-related criminal justice interventions. Please go

to https://www.in.gov/recovery/files/State-Recommendations-for-Use-of-Settlement-Funds-
11.14.2024.pdf for a listing of items not included in allowable expenses under Exhibit E. The workgroup
will have to decide if these are allowable requests.

Q: In reviewing Exhibit E, | noticed that it emphasizes focusing on non-Medicaid or uninsured
populations. Could you clarify if this is a mandatory qualifying factor for clients to receive services under
this grant, or is it simply a priority for consideration? Additionally, under the core strategies listed in
Exhibit E, is there an expectation to address all the points under each strategy, or are these presented as
options to align with the applicant’s strengths and focus areas?

A: That is the specific priority population for some strategies as outlined in Exhibit E (e.g., Schedule A,
C1-2, Page E-2); however, per the scoring rubric in the RFP, the priority for this grant is access to
behavioral health services and priority populations include low-income, unhoused, Department of Child
Services-involved, and/or LGBTQIA+. Throughout the schedules and parts within Exhibit E, there are
headings with multiple strategies under each. We do not expect you to address all of the strategies
under each heading. Please select only those strategies that align with your organization’s strengths and
capacity and that you can implement effectively and sustain.

Q: If we're implementing multiple strategies that all have the same action steps/activities, is it ok to
group them together and only have one table outlining action steps, needed resources, person(s)

responsible, performance indicators, and timeframes?

A: Yes, that seems like the most efficient way to do it.
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